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Takahata was the Vice- 
Chairman), and began to 
date fellow animator 
Akemi Ota. 


In the fall of 1965, 
Hayao began to volunteer 
help to Takahata once 
Takahata joins the pro- 
duction team on PRINCE OF 
THE SUN. Thinking that 
this might be his last 
chance to work on a 
feature film before TV 
takes over, Hayao wakes @ 
pact with Takahata (the 
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Shuna retraced his steps to the citadel 
- fat with sleep - securely inside of its 
thick bolted gates. He scaled the walls 
and returned to the street he had been 
in the day before, but the only things he 
found were the chains still fastened to 
the wall. The sisters were gone. 


Like the wind, Yakkul 
opened pursuit south- 


34 wards. 
Shuna felt the 


swell of violent 


energy coursing 
through his body. 


Spotting the slaver wagon, Shuna 
weaved in front of it and opened fire 
at point-blank. They were taken com- 
pletely off guard. He kept on firing 
with the single-minded calmness of a 
demon, just like old times when he 
brought down the whife puma. The 
wagon lurched into a roundabout 
course. Every sldve dealer had been 
shot down. 


Shuna found the ring of 
keys and opened the iron 
door. 


"Anyone who wishes to be 
free, though it means a life- 
time of pursuit, come out 
now!" 


Only the two 
L_sisters exited the 
Wagon. 


"You 
shunned 
against 
having 
your 
freedom 
bought 
for you. 
You 
fought 
proudly 
for your 
freedom, 
and now 
you are 
free!" 


There was no time for 
further talk as the forms of 
pursuers from the citadel 

__ appeared. onthe -horizon;~ 
"Let's gol", Shuna boosted 
the two onto the saddle. _ 


pak displayed f fantasti¢ fleetness. » 
of foot! for ‘e: creature if his size 
baaleped with pe ple as he 


made fo The pursuers were 
foc 


i __ On the second night fol- 
lowing the escape; the land 
in front of them suddenly 
stopped. It was the end of 
the earth that the old man 
had told him of. 


sauna, re 

Yakkul collapsed into a sit, 
‘frothing at the mouth. If he 
were to carry the three any 
farther, he would surely die. 


"Yakkul can still run 
with just the two of 
you. I will stay here to 
hold them off." 


When the girl pro- 
tested that they must 
stay too,  Shuna 
insisted, "Once I've 
taken care of the 
trackers, I plan to head 
straight to the land of 
the god men." 


Knowing the reason for his journey, the girl cast her eyes to the 
ground. She finally lifted her gaze, "If you return from there, please 
keep heading north. We will be waiting for you there, always." 


The girl's name, she finally confessed, was Thea. Shuna gave her 
half of his food and water. 


The time had come for him to take his leave. Thea and her tiny 
little sister stopped and waved once, and then vanished swiftly into 
the north without another backward's glance. 


Shuna started setting up 
goat traps he had learned 
at his village. He con- 
structed several small 
mountains from small 
stones at the very edge of 

= the precipice, setting gun 
cartridges within them, 


and then dug 
out a place for 
himself in the 
sand to hide, and 
silently waited. 


_ Behind this moon trailed a tail of great 
‘length... and then it faded into the 
f ~ distance. Within the darkness, for an 
: ae cliff floated up in shadow. 


~ It was the land of the god men. The 
land where the moon was born and came 
back to die that the old man had spoken 
of. Surely the gold seeds would be found 
there. 


